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characteristics of those of Berkeley.    He is not blind to the
wrongs done to the Protestant colony by English selfishness ;
but he tries to reconcile the English in England and the
English in Ireland by appeals to their common origin and
common interests;   and he labours  earnestly to allay the
feelings of discontent entertained by the settlers towards the
mother country.   The best of the Irish essays of Berkeley is
no doubt the Qggri$t, a masterly review of the ills of Ireland
and of the remedies proposed  by the philosophic author.
It sets forth clearly the mischievous effects of the extravagance
and the recklessness of the upper classes, of absenteeism in
landed relations, of the idleness which was the besetting sin of
the peasantry; it dwells on the folly of neglecting the domestic
trade of Ireland because the foreign trade was checked and
kept down; and it shows how unwise it is to complain of a
Government, whatever may be the faults of its policy, while the
community does not turn its industry to account    Berkeley's
Platonism does not shrink   from   sumptuary laws;   like a
faithful disciple of the great master, he would have imposed on
the state the task of moulding the social life of Ireland by law;
the remarks he makes on the necessity of directing fashion, of
organising labour, of discouraging waste, and on the accumula-
tion of excessive wealth are not in accord with modern thought
But his observations on education in its various branches,
especially on that of the landed gentry, on the developement of
agriculture, planting and building, on the value of technical
modes of instruction, and on the amelioration of the lot of the
peasantry are enlightened in the highest degree; and he is
never better than when he adjures Irishmen to be self-reliant,
and to make the most of the order of things they find around
them.   Berkeley was admirable and far beyond his age in all
that related to the Irish politics of the day.   He distinctly
perceived the evils that flowed from the separation of the
Catholics  from the land, in the interest of Protestant as-